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Dear Neighbor,
 This summer’s weather has been cooler than years past. However, temperatures 
continue to range above average. Perhaps that’s because our air quality has rolled back to 
a time when we could see beautiful blue skys. With most people staying home, the wild 
animals are also enjoying less congestion and are appearing in surrounding communities. 
 But as we continue summer temps, please take care and stay hydrated. Summer heat 
can be overwhelming and illnesses like heat stroke, heat exhaustion, dehydration, and 
heat syncope can affect everyone. Recognize the signs of  these illnesses and please, 
watch out for others.
 I want to introduce you to a couple that were destined to live in The Villages. For 
more than 45 years, they have lived in San Jose, actually just down the street. Please 
meet Dominic and Suzanne Cortese. And if  you think you recognize the name, you are 
probably right! For the last 50 years, a Cortese has served in office, watching over all us 
in Santa Clara County. I hope you enjoy their story.
 To ensure your magazine is full of  value, share an outstanding service so we can 
inform others in the community. We are proud of  our sponsoring partners we consider 
“experts.” When you need an expert in their field, please think about our partners first.
 Until next month,

Felisa Legaspi, Content Coordinator 
flegaspi@bestversionmedia.com  

www.facebook.com/thevillagesspotlight
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FEATURE STORY 

By Felisa Legaspi
For more than 45 years, Dominic, better known as 
Dom, and Suzanne, also known as Suzie to friends and 
family, lived less than a mile from The Villages, at one 
point, reducing their front yard to expand the San Felipe 
Road. But they had never considered living in The 
Villages. 

Suzie was born in Michigan, but when she was just two-
years-old, her family moved to the Bay Area. “I've been 
here so long, I consider myself  a Californian,” she said. 
Suzie is the lone survivor of  her two sisters and brother. 
Their first home was in the beautiful hills of  Oakland, 
not far from the Naval Hospital. When she was 12, they 
moved again, landing in the growing city of  Santa Clara. 
By the time she was entering high school, Suzie was 
determined to attend Notre Dame High. Still living in 
Santa Clara, she traveled by bus every day and graduated 

in 1953. She continued her education at San Jose 
State University, studying Dental Assisting, and began 
working with Dr. Ravizza in the historic Medical Dental 
Building on 6th and Santa Clara Street in San Jose.

Dom was born in San Jose. His father immigrated from 
Italy around 1917 and settled here in the valley. Dom 
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remembers, “We lived on North 11th Street until 
my father purchased the old Heinz Ranch.” It 
was located on McKee Road and Toyon Avenue 
in the foothills of  East San Jose. Dom grew up 
on his family's orchard and attended Bellarmine 
College Preparatory High School. He received his 
bachelor’s degree from Santa Clara University in 
Political Science and Economics. During his time 
at SCU, he enrolled in the college ROTC program, 
graduating as First Lieutenant in the U.S. Army. 
He was put on active duty and ordered to report 
to Ft. Sill Oklahoma on October 24th, 1954, and 
though he would be stationed in Germany after 
graduation.

As the holidays approached, one of  Suzie’s 
best friends had a special request. She would 
introduce Suzie to her cousin if  her friend could 
be introduced to her brother. Suzie agreed. So, on 
New Year’s Eve 1953, Dom and Suzie met on a 
blind date. By March of  1955, Dom was ordered to 
report to Ft. Ord. They were married in November 
by an Army Chaplin in the 8th Street Chapel.... 
sometimes referred to by them as Saint 8th Street 
Chapel.

Upon leaving the service, they lived with his 
parents in their new home on McKee Road. Dom 
attended Santa Clara School of  Law during the 
September through June school year. In March of  
1957, they moved to an abandoned two-bedroom 
little house. “We did a lot of  work to this house,” 
Dom recalls. “The most significate change to the 
house was the color. It was purple, and it had to 
go! We were able to find left-over paint, and it was 
just enough. So, we painted the house green. It was 
a bright green.”

Suzie remembers, “Life there was absolutely 
rural...a horse, a pony, goats, chickens, show 
pigeons, and beagles.” The 80 acre orchard was 
basically Blenheim apricots...50 acres on the east 
side of  San Felipe, and 30 acres on the west side.  
A small prune orchard fronted the little “Green 
House.” The house was approximately 40 yards off  

“When we moved here, we thought 
we’d had to wrap our arms around 
moving to The Villages, but The 
Villages wrapped their arms around 
us. We couldn’t be happier.”

Wedding Day November 12, 1955
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FEATURE STORY 

Do you know a neighbor who has a story to share? 
Nominate your neighbor to be featured in one of  our upcoming issues! 

Contact us at flegaspi@bestversionmedia.com.

the road. During the seven years living there, four more 
children were born. Their family grew and went from 
three to a family of  seven. They needed more space.

They moved into a new two-story house built for them, 
located on the corner of  their orchard on San Felipe 
Road and Delta Road in March of  1965, just two weeks 
before Christmas. Delta was an unnamed dirt road 
at the time. In 1985, they moved again. As an active 
member of  the church, the local priest kept asking if  
they would rent their home to him. “When we finally 
agreed to rent it, on the last day of  the move, while I 
walked down the stairs with a load of  clothes, he was 
already moving in and painting the living room,” Suzie 
said. It became the Mission House for the new St. 
Francis of  Assisi Parish. For several years, Mass was 
conducted in the living room of  that house.

The most memorable family vacations were at Santa 
Cruz Beach. Where else would you go with five young 
children? Back then, every day was like a party, with 
snacks, sand, and the Santa Cruz boardwalk. Once, 
they took a trip to Hawaii, where the most exciting 
attraction for their young boys was the elevator. On a 
few occasions, they took cruises to Mexico and Alaska.

Meanwhile, their boys were participating in sports. 
They played Little League Baseball and Pop Warner 
Football. By high school, Dave attended Bellarmine, 
MaryLiz attended Silver Creek High School, and was 
elected to the student council office. Tom and Jim 
both attended Archbishop Mitty and, like her mother, 
Rosanne attended Norte Dame, as well as her daughter, 
Lauren, and Dave’s daughter, Angela. As a busy mom 

between school and sports, Suzie sometimes worked 
outside the home. In 1991, she worked at a start-up 
company called, New Focus, Suzie remembers, “I was 
the thirteenth employee, but by the time I left, there 
was more than a hundred staff.” She also worked at 
the Alexian Brothers Hospital, where she directed both 
patients and guests to their desired location.

Dom followed in his father’s footsteps, stepping up 
and taking pride in his community. In 1969, Dom was 
elected and served on the Santa Clara County Board 
of  Supervisors. He headed as Board Chair three times 
during his eleven-year tenure. He was also involved 
with the Local Criminal Justice Planning Board, the 
Regional Air Quality Board, and the Conservation 
and Development Commissions. In 1990, Dom was 
elected to the State Assembly and held the office for 
sixteen years. He chaired on many committees, such 
as the Committee on Water Parks and Wildlife during 

50 th Wedding Anniversary Celebration November 12, 2005



Medicare And Working  
After 65 
By Lucille Maravilla

Silicon Valley has one of  the most talented and educated populations in the 
country. For many years it’s been the norm to retire at 65, maybe collect 
Social Security, or at least tap into retirement savings like a 401k. So much 
of  popular thinking suggests that at 65 we get tired of  working and it’s time 
to slow down. However, with the influence of  Silicon Valley’s high-tech cul-
ture, many are choosing to continue working. Many people like the intellec-
tual challenge of  their work or their company values a particular skill set not 
available with less experienced employees.

So what do you need to know if  you plan on working past 65? One, it’s 
important to understand your options for health insurance coverage. 
Second, there are rules regarding who needs to enroll in Medicare Part B, 
and when they must enroll.

Most working people have group insurance through their job. Your group 
health insurance plan should provide “credible coverage.” You should 
receive an annual letter confirming this. It means that your coverage meets 
certain standards. Consult with an experienced Medicare agent to determine 
if  your group health insurance plan meets this criteria. A plan that is not 
credible can create problems regarding future Medicare eligibility and fines.

The number of  employees working at a company can affect when and how 
to enroll in Medicare Part B. If  you work for a company that has less than 
20 full-time employees, and it offers health insurance, you should enroll in 
Medicare Part B when you turn 65. The reason for this is that Medicare is 
considered the main or primary coverage for health. Group health insurance 
is secondary. For example, if  you are hospitalized, Medicare would be 
billed first, and the group health insurance would then fill in the gaps. Most 
insurance companies would refuse to pay for services until Medicare has 
been billed.

If  you work for a company with 20 or more employees that offers group 
health insurance, you do not have to enroll in Medicare Part B. The group 
health insurance will continue to provide coverage as long as you are 
employed. You do have the option of  enrolling in Medicare Part B and 
getting additional Medicare coverage like a Medicare supplement and a 
drug plan or a Medicare Advantage plan. If  you decide to do this, compare 
costs and coverage. Some employers are willing to pay for your Medicare 
coverage. An experienced Medicare agent can provide an analysis which 
includes plan cost comparisons and drug formulary review.

In these uncertain times, it’s probably a good idea to consider your options 
even as you continue to work. An unexpected layoff  or company going out 
of  business can create unexpected consequences. Have you considered how 
these changes might affect your life plans and your Medicare decisions? 
Your Medicare agent can create scenarios with different timelines as well as 
costs. No one can predict the future, but you can prepare for it.

Lucille Maravilla | Independent Agent | Lic. 0D80557 
Cell 408 205-4621| Office and Fax 408 265-0843 
www.lucilleinsurance.com

COMMUNITY INTEREST
California’s 7-year drought, and 
introduced legislation, fighting 
for our education, health, and 
environment.

As time passed, in San Jose, 
the cherry orchard replaced 
the apricots and became fully 
productive. The family operated 
a fruit stand and packing facility 
with fruit shipped to various 
parts of  the country. Villagers 
were especially familiar with and 
frequently visited the fruit stand. 
The orchard was sold in 2001, 
and the fruit stand was removed...
the results of  high costs of  water, 
taxes, and incompatibility with 
farm operations versus urban.

Over the years, they had watched 
The Villages being built. During 
Dom's time in office as a 
Supervisor, he was asked to hit the 
first ball on The Villages driving 
range. Although, it only moved 
10 feet, “everyone cheered and 
applauded,” Dom remembers. 
Living on San Felipe for so many 
years, it never occurred to the 
Cortese’s that they one day would 
also be residents. They were 
invited to see a house that had not 
yet hit the market. It was not their 
dream home at the time, but after 
a day, Dom and Suzie decided to 
see it again and made the decision 
to buy it. In 2005, the Cortese’s 
made the moved to The Villages.

Dom says, “We are really retired 
and live in the present.” They 
are members of  the Italian club 
and Suzie plays bocce. “I’m crazy 
about my bocce team…. and all 
the teams. They don’t know me, 
but I’m crazy about them. It was 
an ideal location. The sunsets are 
breathtaking, all the children live 
close, and now with nine grand-
children, it was perfect,” Suzie 
said. “When we moved here, 
we thought we’d have to wrap 
our arms around moving to The 
Villages, but The Villages wrapped 
their arms around us. We couldn’t 
be happier.”
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By Law Offices of Lisa C. Bryant, INC

The pandemic has touched our lives in many unforeseen 
ways. It has served as a wake-up call for many to get 
their estate planning done. Many attorneys are meeting 
with clients virtually or by phone; however, for estate 
planning, many documents require witnesses and/or 
notarization.

In California, a will requires two witnesses (but also 
allows holographic/hand-written wills to be admitted 
to probate and has codified harmless error rule, which 
allows a will that is not validly signed to be admitted to 
probate if  there is clear and convincing evidence the 
testator intended it to be a will). A living trust is required 
to be notarized if  it is going to serve as a vehicle to 
transfer real property. For most Californians, the whole 
reason to create a living trust is to ensure that your 
personal residence is passed on to beneficiaries without 
probate. So, for most, notarization of  a living trust will 
be required.

Notaries have been considered an essential service 
throughout the pandemic and therefore have always 
been available to meet in-person. Additionally, some 
estate planning attorneys are notaries themselves and 
can notarize documents for their clients. Those that 
are still concerned with trying to mitigate exposure, 
however, may be wondering if  there are any virtual 
alternatives. DocuSign is used by many in the financial 
and real estate industries and is software that provides 
a secure way for signatures to be taken virtually on 
a mobile device.  A secure signature, however, is not 
the same as ensuring that the signature was witnessed 

or notarized and would not meet legal requirements. 
Additionally, California does not provide for remote 
witnessing or notarization. As of  the publication of  
this article, a remote online notarization bill has been 
introduced to the California state legislature, however, it 
is still in the committee process.

California’s Secretary of  State has advised that 
“California citizens who wish to have their documents 
notarized remotely can obtain notarial services in 
another state that currently provides remote online 
notarization. California Civil Code 1189(b) provides 
that any certificate of  acknowledgment taken in 
another place shall be sufficient in this state if  it is 
taken in accordance with the law of  the place where the 
acknowledgment is made.” Notably, Montana Notaries 
are permitted to perform remote notarizations for 
signers outside the state.

If  you are considering updating your estate planning 
documents, ensure that you execute them in accordance 
with California law or your family will have difficulty 
relying on them later. If  you have questions about your 
current estate plan or about beginning an estate plan, 
do not hesitate to call the Law Offices of  Lisa C. Bryant 
INC at (408) 286-2122 to schedule your complimentary 
consultation.

All materials have been prepared for general information 
purposes only to permit you to learn more about our 
firm, our services and the experience of  our attorneys. 
The information presented is not legal advice, is not 
to be acted on as such, and may be subject to change 
without notice.

Can I Virtually Execute My Estate Planning Documents?
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**this is an attorney advertisement. 

Free Consultation. (408) 286-2122

1625 The Alameda Suite 820  San Jose, CA 95126 www.SanJoseElderLaw.com

call now for a

Plan for the expected. 
 Let us help with the unexpected. 

Special Needs Trust
Probate & Trust Admin
Estate Planning
Medi-Cal Planning

Mario and his team were referred to 
me by a trusted estate planning 
 rm. During the home-selling pro-
cess, Mario and his team took over 
everything – from staging my 
home, up until it was ready to go to 
market. His team went above and 
bebeyond by managing the accounts 
payable for my property, as well as 
overseeing donations, consign-
ment, and vendors.  The 
white-glove service I received far 
exceeded my expectations, and I 
highly recommend Mario and his 
team for all of your real estate 
needs.”  - MJ F.

 San Jose, CA

ACT
IVE

SOL
D

7785 Beltane Drive, San Jose, CA  95135       
2 bed/2 bath, 1265 sq ft
Offered at $688,000

5574 Cribari Circle, San Jose, CA  95135
2 bed/2 bath, 1240 sq ft

Can I Virtually Execute My Estate Planning Documents?
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COMMUNITY INTEREST

Secondary Wounding
By Sgt Clyde R. Horn  
(Vietnam 1967-68) 
We are just beginning to study 
the debilitating effects trauma can 
have on anyone who experiences a 
life-changing experience. Trauma 
can impact anyone in the world no 
matter who they might be? Rich or 
poor, trauma can devastate a life, 
making productive people non-

functioning. It is that powerful. Trauma can rob you of  
love, connection, motivation, sending you into anxiety, 
depression, and a host of  health issues. It can change 
your blood chemistry and imprint into your brain. For 
many, it has lifetime implications. Unless treated it can 
change your life in negative ways. 

One of  the biggest issues of  having a trauma experi-
ence including war, life or death, abuse or assault (and 
many more experiences) is not just getting treatment 
but it also includes Secondary Wounding. Second-
ary Wounding is when people rewound your trauma 
through ignorance, lack of  empathy, or cruelty. The 
problem is this can happen by people who love you. 

One way to understand what I mean is when anyone, 
including doctors, nurses, police, social workers, clergy, 
friends, or families said things to you that further 
victimize you. For example, have some said to you: 
“You are exaggerating! You really cannot remember 
the details of  your experiences? Your imagination is 
running away with you. He/she would never do that. 
There are people who have it harder than you. Consider 
yourself  lucky—you survived. The past is the past. Get 
over it! It’s okay, things will get better. Stop being a 
crybaby. Suck it up!” 

All the above statements are false. It did not happen 
because you wanted it to happen. Trauma is life 
changing. It will take years of  work and effort along 
with tremendous support to reduce the anxiety that 
fills your life. I was unable to bond when I returned 
from the Vietnam War. I tried but it just would not 
work. I had constant terrors, hypervigilance, disabling 
anxiety, and I believed I could not love. I isolated, 
enjoying being by myself  rather than being with others. 
It does not help when a traumatized person experiences 
multiple wounds by people around you that know 
nothing of  the pain and anxiety you live with. 

If  you have multiple, secondary victimization there is a 
greater likelihood that you also experience a high level 

of  guilt and self-blame, which is keeping you living 
as a victim. You were a victim that was injured by an 
experience of  trauma. You were helpless to stop what 
happened. If  you believe you deserved what happened 
to you or you caused what occurred, you are wrong. 
It is getting help through supports and treatment that 
can lessen the internal pain and anxiety you experience. 
I and thousands of  others have found ways through 
treatment that free us of  feelings of  hopelessness and 
helplessness enabling us to have productive and loving 
lives after the trauma. 

Some of  the symptoms of  trauma are: Anxiety, Guilt, 
Fear, Powerlessness, Helplessness, Worry, Sadness, 
Anger, Denial. If  you can determine which emotional 
state(s) are most pronounced in your life now, make a 
commitment to follow what is needed so you can help 
while you are helping yourself  or someone in your life 
that experienced trauma. 

If  the emotional states continue, it is an indication you 
need more treatment than you have been able to realize. 
Trauma can be soothed, contained, and controlled 
but it is always a process and you will have occasions 
when you are doing well than out of  nowhere the 
anxiety or panic attacks return without notice. Trauma 
is like a theft in the night. It is invasive and it does 
not take much to have it reappear. It is not your fault 
that trauma reappears or does not go away. The key is 
learning techniques through treatment to soothe the 
noise. All of  us are different, so treatments including 
medicine might help but some things will work for you 
that do not for others and that is OK. I have let myself  
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Bridging the Digital Divide Is 
Crucial as We Shelter in Place

By Supervisor Dave Cortese
In households across 
Santa Clara County, having 
Internet access and tech 
devices is as basic as hav-
ing water, electricity, and 
garbage collection. 

But not for every family. Even in Silicon 
Valley, we have neighborhoods that have no 

connections to the Internet and who can’t afford a home computer, 
a laptop, or a tablet. This disparity was laid bare during the 
beginning of  the COVID-19 Shelter in Place order that required 
schools to close campuses, employees to work from home, and 
many businesses to exchange in-person services to online access.

The Santa Clara County Office of  Education estimates that 15,000 
students in the County’s 31 school districts need laptops or tablets 
and that 9,361 families are without access to the Internet. Distance 
learning was not an option for them.

Their families were also left out of  connecting with health 
professionals online, searching for jobs, seeking resources such as 
food aid, applying for government services, participating in public 
meetings, and receiving vital information on COVID-19 safety 
precautions, testing sites, and updates on data.

San Jose’s Alum Rock School District, for example, is a high need 
area where an estimated 25 percent or more of  households (934 
total) are without Internet access and at least one out of  every three 
children under the age of  18 is living below the poverty level.

Bridging the digital divide in Santa Clara County is long overdue, 
and that’s why I proposed that the County partner with the County 
Office of  Education to invest $7 million in Internet access and 
technology for these disadvantaged families. The Board approved 
my proposal at the last meeting, and the final vote will be taken as 
part of  the 2020-2021 Budget approval process later this month 
and in August.

The County Office of  Education has committed $7 million to the 
project, and the City of  San Jose has committed to leveraging $5 
million in Federal CARES funding. The County will seek out other 
partners as the program develops. 

To read more details and view a PowerPoint presentation, visit 
sccgov.org to access the County’s meetings portal, and then click on 
the June 23 meeting agenda. The item is #42.

You can also call my office at 408-299-5030 or email me at  
dave.cortese@bos.sccgov.org.

COMMUNITY INTERESTexplore my creativity and that has helped 
me. I have used art therapy guided by 
an art therapist along with my hobby 
of  photography to defuse my trauma 
demons. You may find music, academics, 
exercise, yoga, writing, hobbies, or a host 
of  other experiences can bring beauty 
and hope into your life. It is what works 
for you that is what will make you heal, 
not what someone else thinks or says. 

Avoid others who are uneducated about 
trauma. If  they are family members, 
try to help them get education through 
resources rather than argue or fight 
with them. All of  us must learn things 
by making mistakes. Hopefully, we 
realize by making a mistake we will 
not continue making it over and over. 
Be gentle but do not accept ignorance 
into your world. Realize no one can 
understand your pain better than you. 

Secondary wounding can reduce the 
progress of  healing if  you let false words 
into your life. Really, I simply stop others 
while they are making their statements. 
I ask them if  they were ever in a life or 
death situation, or abused, or attacked, 
or belittled or dehumanized? If  they say 
no, then I tell them before they speak 
to someone like me get educated on the 
reality of  trauma. If  they say yes, I tell 
them then their words are not true for 
me or for them. But if  they believe what 
they are saying then stay out of  my life 
because I will never demean another 
human who has experienced trauma 
whether an adult or child. 

It is not a debate. I have made peace 
with myself, but I live every day with a 
wound that does not go away. 

Clyde is a combat Veteran from the 
Vietnam War 1967-68. Clyde was in the 
Army and attached to the 199th Light 
Infantry Brigade, Company E. He is the 
recipient of  the Purple Heart and Army 
Commendation Medal for valor. 

Clyde is a 100% disabled veteran with 
medical issues related to exposure to 
Agent Orange along with PTSD and 
other medical issues that are service 
connected. He is retired from full-
time work, a photographer, licensed 
psychotherapist and author.
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EXPERT CONTRIBUTOR

By Lisa Gault, The William Jefferies Co

Working with seniors.

Though I have taken the classes and I have been a licensed 
SRES, “Senior Real Estate Specialist,” for years, it is only 
recently that I have truly come to know what it takes to 
move an Octogenarian or older. Moving someone of  
greater age out from their family home, or moving a person 
with less mobility, can be difficult. 

Besides moving elderly clients in the past, recently, my 
brothers and I decided to help my father move out of  an 
assisted living facility and into my eldest brother’s home. 
This was done for many practical reasons and before the 
shelter in place. 

I do not believe that my father has any regrets about his 
decision. On his 2nd day at my brother’s home, my father 
was in the yard creating a garden. In the end, my father was 
delighted with his choice, and I am happy for him. 

Moving the elderly.

My parents lived in Sunnyvale for 30 years. One day my 
father experienced extreme vertigo and ended up in the 
hospital. Since I lived in The Villages, it took me 45 minutes, 
with traffic, to get to him. The family made the decision at 
that moment to help me move my parents to The Villages. 
This move was good for decluttering (downsizing and 
general cleanup of  possessions) his home before he lost 
his memory or his ability to decide on things. It limited the 
personal items he had to manage. 

Though I have moved my father three times in the last 
ten years, and the family has agreed that each move was 
important and properly timed, there are certain things I 
would do again, and others I would not do again when 

moving someone of  advanced age. 

My father is a very tough character, and at age 93, he has 
handled this last move very well. My father and brother’s 
family are all having fun making the adjustments to their 
new multi-generational home. Adding the Coronavirus 
safety protocols to their home environment have made it 
even more challenging, but they have managed it safely. I see 
that three generations living under one roof  have been an 
adjustment but in a good way.

Multi-generational homes: taking care of  mom and 
dad, or mom and dad taking care of  the kids.

Maybe it is the high cost of  living in the Bay Area, maybe 
because our city is multi-cultural, but the trend to bring 
your parents back into your family home, or have your older 
children live with you, has come back. Here comes the 
multi-generational home with varying ages living together. 

There goes privacy. There are definitely pros and cons to 
this decision. 

In moving many grandparents from The Villages to new 
locations, I have found that most often, the purpose of  the 
move is to be closer to kids and grandkids. This is logical 
when you think about why someone would move away 
from beautiful, balmy California. Though most reasons 
for moving are to be closer to family, there is an increasing 
number of  seniors moving to avoid the high cost of  
retirement in the Bay Area. Family and the cost of  living are 
the two most common reasons for leaving The Villages or 
California. 

Recently I moved a 90-year-old buyer into a Montgomery 
home. His son did not like having to travel over Hwy 17 to 
see his father or reach him in an emergency. Having parents 
living close by, or even with you, makes it easier to keep 

From the Desk of  Lisa Gault at the William 
Jefferies Co. – Real Estate 
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Wallbeds that make your rooms work  
and your guests feel welcomed.

Our Wallbeds Are:
  ✔ Price Match Guaranteed!   ✔

 
Easy to Use

 
 ✔

 
Very Comfortable   ✔

 

Stylish

  

✔ High Quality

Expansive showrooms open
by appointment. Call today!

www.wallbedsnmore.com

The Dual Function Hidden Bed & Desk
Available in Full or Queen (A Wallbeds “n” More exclusive!)
 

Showroom open
by appointment

 (408) 761-4732
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an eye on their safety. This was the reason for my parents’ 
first move into The Villages. The ability to reach them in 
minutes was critical to me. 

Selling a home after many years of  residency.

During each move of  an older person, I can see that there is 
relief  from the burden of  taking care of  so much “stuff.” 

Those that have moved more often have kept their posses-
sions to a minimum. Moving is easier. For those living in 
their homes for many years, the accumulation of  personal 
items and “things” continually increase. Most of  the time, 
when we age, we are so used to our surroundings that we 
aren’t aware of  the quantity of  “things” we are collecting. 
Waiting until you are of  advanced age to make those deci-
sions and the physical aspect of  letting go, is more difficult. 

Here is a list of  “tips” on decluttering.

Start with what seems the most comfortable decisions to 
make. 

1. Go room by room.

2. Ask for help.

3. Don’t be a storage unit for others. Box those items that 
belong to family members and give them the items to 
store or throw away.

4. Set aside a scheduled time daily or weekly to continue 

your work at decluttering.

5. Decide what is important, and if  the item is something 
from an old “lifestyle” that you no longer participate in, 
let it go.

6. Prevent new collections from forming.

This is where I learned to be of  great help. I recently 
realized what a “hands-on” agent I am. I now have estate-
sale companies, packers, movers, and home-repair people 
to help get my oldest clients and their families through their 
move. I am getting pretty good at it too!

With my years of  doing full and partial rehabs on homes, I 
know what it takes to prepare homes to sell and to get the 
best price for the home. 

I understand what it takes to clean up a home, and the 
difficulties that the elderly (and the not so elderly) face 
in “downsizing” and physically moving to a new space. 
I understand that it’s both emotionally and physically 
exhausting. However, I know how to get it done as 
painlessly as possible. 

I am getting my clients’ homes sold, even though we 
are all facing this current health issue. I can help you sell 
or purchase a home here in the Villages or anywhere in 
California. 

Call anytime. I am here to help. 



Sewing Machine  
& Vacuum Center

www.sew-vac.net

HOUSEHOLD • INDUSTRIAL  
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

(408) 238-1278
1757 E. Capitol Expressway

San Jose, CA 95121 
(next to Sprouts)

Tuesday - Saturday 
10 am - 3 pm NEW HOURS

What does one do when a global 
pandemic threatens to “cancel” 
one of  the biggest fundraising 
and social events of  the summer? 
If  you are Cancer CAREpoint’s 
passionate volunteer committee, you 
figure out a way to make it happen. 
The Garden Party is the main 
fundraiser for Cancer CAREpoint, 
a locally-founded cancer support 
organization. Cancer CAREpoint 
provides a broad range of  services 
at no cost to support those touched 
by cancer, including counseling, 
nutrition and exercise classes, and 
a variety of  programs supporting 
physical and emotional well-being.

For the last three years, Cancer 
CAREpoint has raised a record 
$1 million each year at the party 
with over 400 attendees. This year 
the committee, led by Co-chairs 
Sandi Frazer and Erin Baxter, 
*transplanted* the party from where 
it was planned at the beautiful 
Saratoga home of  John & Melinda 
DiNapoli to an online event at 
www.cancercarepointlive.com. 

The good news: everyone is invited 
to attend this year’s event at no cost. 
This has traditionally been a private, 
sold-out party, not to mention one 
of  the best parties of  the year!

The committee has created an 
impressive, interactive virtual event, 
replete with silent and live(ly) 
auctions. Cancer CAREpoint co-

founder Gay Crawford hints that 
there will be some surprises and fun 
for sponsors and attendees at the 
transplanted Garden Party. 

To bring a little taste of  past events 
home, Garden Party sponsors will 
receive “Secret Garden Baskets,” 
filled with all they need to host a 
private viewing party with Hi-Five 
Catering and Joseph George 
wines, and some “secret” surprises. 
Cancer CAREpoint and the Garden 
Party Committee hope all virtual 
guests will sport their summer best 
with their own specialty CARE 
cocktail in hand while tuning in and 
bidding up a storm on over 100 
auction items. One lucky bidder 
will be packing their bags for a 
five-day ocean-view suite at the 
Four Seasons in Maui.

Funds raised at the Garden Party 
will help grow the Next Decade 
of  CARE for the over 10,000 
Silicon Valley residents living 
with and living beyond cancer 
and their care networks. Cancer 
CAREpoint ensures no one has 
to go through cancer alone. As 
a Cancer CAREpoint client and 
cancer survivor, shares: 

“When I first came to Cancer 
CAREpoint, I was dying of  
cancer. Or so I thought, until 
I attended my first Metastatic 
Cancer Support Group where 
I met fellow sojourners and an 

excellent counselor. All in one 
session, I was transformed from 
dying of  cancer to living with 
cancer.”

Sponsorships are still available, and 
to attend the party, at no charge, visit 
cancercarepoint.org/gardenparty. 
Circle August 23 on your calendar 
and tune in at 6:00 to join the party. 
Your participation will make a 
difference in the lives of  thousands 
of  families in your community 
touched by cancer.

2505 Samaritan Dr., Bldg. 400, 
Suite 402, San Jose, CA 95124 
408.402.6611 • cancercarepoint.org

Cancer CAREpoint Garden Party
By Erin OToole, Director of Development and Marketing

CHARITY SPOTLIGHT
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Statistics provided by Hewitt Real Estate

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of  the statistical data 
on this page. The data does not represent the listings of  any one agent or 

agency but represents the activity of  the real estate community in the area. 
Any real estate agent’s ad appearing in the magazine is separate from the 
statistical data provided which is in no way a part of  their advertisement.

8700 Lomas Azules Place $899,900 2 3 2,043   
7861 Prestwick Circle $828,000 2 2 1,804   
6112 Montgomery Court $828,000 3 2 1,740   
7234 Via Mimosa $799,000 3 2 1,815   
6115 Montgomery Court $779,000 2 2 1,520   
6239 Gerdts Drive $778,000 2 2 1,526   
8389 Riesling Way $778,000 2 2 1,646   
8616 Vineyard Ridge Court $750,000 2 2 1,582   
2018 Carignan Way $749,000 2 2 1,629   
7807 Prestwick Circle $730,000 2 2 1,804   
7338 Via Laguna $725,000 2 2 1,781   
8113 Cabernet Court $725,000 2 3 1,554   
7691 Galloway Drive $719,999 2 2 1,509   
7510 Deveron Court $699,000 2 2 1,509   
8066 Winery Court $698,000 2 2 1,497   
8404 Chenin Blanc Lane $689,000 2 2 1,370   
8502 Grenache Court $630,000 2 2 1,571   
6025 Montgomery Corner $629,900 3 2 1,700   
7785 Beltane Drive $618,800 2 2 1,265   
8115 Cabernet Court $600,000 2 2 1,365   
8408 Chenin Blanc Lane $580,000 2 2 1,497   
6167 Montgomery Place $575,000 2 2 1,307   
6173 Montgomery Place $565,000 2 1 1,127   
5220 Cribari Dale $538,000 2 2 1,240   
5551 Cribari Circle $525,000 2 2 1,348   
5493 Cribari Bend $448,888 2 2 1,223   
5313 Cribari Glen $448,888 2 2 1,240   
5123 Cribari Pl $439,000 2 2 1,223   
9056 Village View Loop $1,268,000 2 3 2,248 06/21/2020  07/21/2020
8411 Chenin Blanc Lane $620,000 2 2 1,571 06/26/2020  07/24/2020

 Street Address List Price  Br Ba  Sq Ft Sale Date Close Price Close Date  Street Address List Price  Br Ba  Sq Ft Sale Date Close Price Close Date

2891 The Villages Parkway, 
San Jose, CA 95135 
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7835 Prestwick Circle $619,900 2 2 1,265 06/22/2020  07/30/2020
8414 Chenin Blanc Lane $599,950 2 2 1,497 07/01/2020  07/31/2020
6129 Montgomery Court $578,000 2 2 1,307 06/19/2020  07/17/2020
5021 Cribari Vale $519,000 2 2 1,348 06/29/2020  08/05/2020
5417 Cribari Court $460,000 2 2 1,223 07/07/2020  08/06/2020
5511 Cribari Bend $438,000 2 2 1,223 06/30/2020  07/10/2020
5381 Cribari Crest $400,000 2 1 947 05/22/2020  07/15/2020
7687 Galloway Drive $769,000 2 2 1,572 06/19/2020  07/10/2020
7839 Prestwick Circle $725,000 2 2 1,804 05/30/2020  07/14/2020
6242 Gerdts Drive $699,000 2 2 1,526 06/08/2020  07/15/2020
6044 Montgomery Bend $599,000 2 2 1,307 06/14/2020  07/09/2020
6021 Montgomery Corner $588,000 2 2 1,360 07/01/2020  10/01/2020
5275 Cribari Corner $429,000 2 2 1,223 07/03/2020  07/24/2020
8867 Wine Valley Circle $1,049,850 3 2 2,032 06/15/2020 $1,020,000 07/06/2020
7519 Deveron Court $739,950 2 2 1,509 05/24/2020 $739,950 06/30/2020
7586 Tayside Court $725,000 2 2 1,307 06/14/2020 $725,000 07/06/2020
7506 Deveron Court $749,950 2 3 1,751 06/17/2020 $725,000 07/01/2020
7503 Deveron Court $709,900 2 2 1,509 05/25/2020 $690,000 06/16/2020
3315 Lake Albano Circle $699,000 2 2 1,457 05/31/2020 $685,000 06/29/2020
3212 Bracciano Court $599,950 2 2 1,184 05/14/2020 $596,000 06/12/2020
5521 Cribari Circle $499,000 2 2 1,348 06/05/2020 $530,000 07/02/2020
5177 Cribari Knolls $518,888 2 2 1,223 06/10/2020 $487,000 06/18/2020
6045 Montgomery Bend $525,000 2 1 913 05/13/2020 $480,000 06/26/2020
5427 Cribari Court $475,000 2 2 1,223 06/02/2020 $465,000 06/22/2020
7401 Via Calzada $499,000 2 2 1,138 05/22/2020 $450,000 06/19/2020
5560 Cribari Circle $435,000 2 2 1,223 04/28/2020 $435,000 06/10/2020
5322 Cribari Glen $399,999 2 2 1,223 05/02/2020 $410,000 06/10/2020
5479 Cribari Green $379,999 2 2 1,223 05/22/2020 $380,000 06/08/2020

YOUR HOME

Cancer CAREpoint Garden Party
By Erin OToole, Director of Development and Marketing
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FREE Reverse Mortgage Analysis
Discover if a reverse mortgage is right for you.
Call Marilyn Brown Ross today for a no cost,
no obligation analysis and a free, Get the Facts 
Educational packet on Reverse Mortgages.

ENJOY RETIREMENT ON YOUR TERMS!
Use a FHA insured, “Tax Free”
Reverse Mortgage to:
n  Eliminate current mortgage
n  Purchase a new home
n  Supplement retirement income
n  Pay medical bills
n  Travel
n  Or for any other need you may have

Programs available to persons 62 and older
and YOU retain ownership of your home!

“I work with Realtors, eldercare advisors, 
CPAs, financial planners and anyone 
in the Eldercare world. I would love to 
meet with any advisors helping seniors to 
remain in their home and attain freedom 
from financial worries.”

Serving The Entire Bay Area And Beyond

MARILYN BROWN ROSS
Reverse Mortgage Specialist & Branch Manager

408.722.0010
Email: MarilynRoss@OpenMtg.com
OpenMortgage.com/lo/marilyn-brown-ross

Where Better Is Possible®

NMLS# 453436


