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New name, new services
Resource Center opens to community

The first half of 2012 has been a time of growth and fruition for Samaritan Cancer
Foundation and its mission of providing help and hope to individuals in our region
diagnosed with cancer.
To better reflect the services now available to the community, the Board changed the
name of the organization earlier this year to Cancer CAREpoint. CARE is an acronym
for our core services – Counseling, Assistance, Resources, Education.
“Cancer CAREpoint references our vision of a central, integrated place where individuals
can go for caring support and information during their cancer journeys,” explained
Executive Director Ken Toren. “During one of the most stressful, overwhelming
periods of their lives, Cancer CAREpoint is here to nuture hope, instill courage, improve
quality of life, and enrich bodies, minds and spirits.”

One-on-one personal assistance for all

The Cancer CAREpoint Resource Center, 2505 Samaritan Dr., Suite 402, San Jose, opened
in March to begin the delivery of services to residents of Santa Clara County, including
one-on-one personal assistance for all cancer patients no matter where their medical
care is received. Other services include massage therapy, stress reduction, nutrition,
yoga, mindful meditation, networking and support groups, and educational seminars.
In just three months, Cancer CAREpoint has served more than 100 clients, ranging from
newly-diagnosed to long-time survivors and their families and caregivers – the people
who are often forgotten but equally stressed in the cancer journey.
“It fills my heart with joy
to see these support
services now available in
our community,” said Board
Secretary Jan Willoughby,
who championed
complementary patient
services. “I know from my
family’s experience how
much these services are
needed and appreciated
by cancer patients and
their caregivers.”
“We didn’t know where
to turn, and so we called
Cancer CAREpoint. You were just what we needed,” said recent clients Lisa and Mark.
“You offered hope, faith and reassurance. We can’t change the cancer that is part of our
lives, but with your resources and support, we’re going to handle this just fine. We can
do this!”

“We make hope happen” is the theme of Cancer CAREpoint services.
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“I’m leaving you in
good hands”
This month
my wife and
I moved to
Colorado to be
closer to family.
It’s an exciting
new chapter for
our lives, but
bittersweet to
leave behind
friends and
this incredible
community.
At Bill Piche’s final Board meeting of Cancer
It is especially
CAREpoint, incoming President Gay
difficult to
Crawford announced the launch of The
say goodPresident’s Fund in his honor. The Fund will
bye to this
be used to help underserved clients with
special needs.
organization.
In a short period of time it has grown from an idea to a
vision to a reality due to the hard work and investment
by leaders in our region who recognized the needs of
those among us who experience a cancer diagnosis.

My sadness at leaving is softened by knowing that the
organization is in good hands – fantastic leadership, an
incredible staff, committed Board, dedicated volunteers
and generous funders. What we have accomplished so
far has been a tribute to their knowledge, experience
and belief in our mission. That will not change.
Vice President Gay Crawford will assume the President
of the Board role for the remainder of my term this year,
and there could not be a more capable person to do
that. Gay is often referred to as “the face of cancer in
Santa Clara Valley,” and her resources and energy are
without end. Board member Jack Frazer will assume
the duties of Vice President.
I will always have a place in my heart for Cancer
CAREpoint and I look forward to monitoring your
continued success from afar.

Bill Piche

Cancer CAREpoint Services
Thanks to our generous donors, all Cancer CAREpoint
services are offered FREE to the community.

Nutrition
Healing
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their families and caregivers during the cancer journey
t8FMDPNFUP$BODFS$"3&QPJOUo8FEOFTEBZT
QN
Come by the Cancer CAREpoint Resource Center to learn about the free
services available to you, your family and caregivers.
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Support and encouragement from Cancer CAREpoint staff, other cancer
patients and survivors.
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Ask professional nutritionists your questions at the Cancer CAREpoint
Resource Center.
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Introducing Patient
Services Director
Pam Lehner
In the past eight years, Pam
Lehner has worked with
hundreds of cancer patients
and their families and
caregivers. Sometimes their
stories are heart-wrenching,
but providing these individuals
with support through some of
the most difficult days of their
lives is a passion for Pam that
energizes and inspires her daily.

Pam Lehner, Cancer CAREpoint
Patient Services Director

“I love the one-on-one
connection with patients and families,” she said. “I know I am
really making a difference in their lives.”

As the Patient Services Director at Cancer CAREpoint, Pam
is the frontline responder to the emotional emergencies
that come with the diagnosis and treatment of cancer. She
helps clients find accurate information, connects them to
support services
and community
“I love the one-on-one
resources,
connection with patients and – most
importantly – is a
and families.”
kind, sympathetic
sounding board
for their fears, anxieties and worries and an encouraging
partner in times of celebration and laughter.
Pam came to Cancer CAREpoint from El Camino Hospital
where she served in a similar position. She loved her work
there, but when she heard about the mission and goals of
Cancer CAREpoint she said she “couldn’t stay away.”
“I was so impressed with the vision of the organization’s
founders – people like Dave Henderson, Bill Piche and
Gay Crawford,” she said. “Their integrity and commitment
was inspirational and Ken Toren’s ambitious plans for
delivering services to this community drew me in.”
In addition to her professional years in patient services, Pam
has had personal experience with cancer as a caregiver to her
sister-in-law and her mother, now a nine-year cancer survivor.
She believes this gives her more insight and understanding of
what patients and their families go through.
Born in Palo Alto, Pam has lived most of her life in Mountain
View. She is the mother of three grown children and
grandmother of three. Her off-work time is devoted to
gardening, writing, and traveling with her husband.

More than 70 community members have attended Cancer CAREpoint nutrition presentations.
Thank you, VIVA Restaurant in Los Gatos, for donating space for these fun and informative talks.
And thank you, Whole Foods, for donating food for the cooking demonstrations.
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“I am so happy to be here,” she said. “We have amazing,
amazing volunteers and this community is generous beyond
anything I could ever imagine. Cancer CAREpoint is doing
important work. Please help us spread the word.”
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Legacy Donor Corner

Cancer survivor wants others to have more support
It’s not surprising that the CEO of a major
corporation would expect to deal with cancer
with the same independent, can-do attitude
that brings success in business. But high tech
exec Carol Bartz admits she “wrongly decided
not to get any external support” when she was
diagnosed and treated for breast cancer.
“There is nothing about cancer that isn’t
difficult – when you first get the news, during
treatment, how people react” she said. “There
is no good way to feel good emotionally or
physically.”
Now, Carol has become a Legacy Donor to
Cancer CAREpoint because she understands
that “it takes the whole community to
support people with cancer. I like what this
organization is doing.”
Carol’s donation will help to underwrite the
garden patio outside the new Samaritan
Cancer Care Center where Cancer CAREpoint
will be located. “I’m a gardener and believe
in the healing power of the out-of-doors,” she
explained. “It appealed to me to help provide

Legacy Donor Carol Bartz and her grandmother
Alice Schwartz

a place where patients and their families can
go to reflect.”
A plaque in the patio garden will honor Carol’s
grandmother, Alice Schwartz, who raised her
during her teen years in Wisconsin. “She was
a very special lady – tough and wise,” Carol
said. “She had breast cancer at 80 but lived
to the age of 98. If the cancer hadn’t later
metastasized to the bone, I think she would
have easily made it to 100.”
Carol’s own bout with cancer in 1992 occurred
just as she took on the job as CEO of Autodesk.

Diagnosed a few days before she started the
new position, she took off just one month to
undergo and recover from a mastectomy and
then worked full time during seven months
of intense chemotherapy. Since then, she has
spoken frequently about her experience to
other women battling cancer and has been
a generous donor to the American Cancer
Society, Breast Cancer Connections and other
health organizations.
“My data is 20 years old, so when I talk to
people about cancer I tell them not to ask me
about treatments,” Carol said. “The best advice
I can give is to understand that it will take time
to recover, even when the cancer is under
control. Every ache and pain will make you
nervous. You will be scared for a long time
and feel such a deep sadness.
“I’m an optimist but for awhile I didn’t believe
I could ever be happy or feel safe again. You
can and will. It takes time and you need to
share your story with others, like the kind and
knowledgeable people at Cancer CAREpoint.
You need support. Don’t try to do it alone.”

Community celebrates launch of Cancer CAREpoint

Dave Henderson, CEO of Samaritan Medical Center, left, with Euan Thomson, Phyllis Romine and KG Romine

Erin and Todd Jones

Paul and Charmain Gardner

Roy Crawford, left, Linda Daane, Karen Lott and Cancer
CAREpoint President Gay Crawford

Robert and Judi Jurkowski

Nathan Opheim

Linda and Chuck Toeniskoetter
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When is cancer a
community concern?
Every day of the year!

Cancer is around us every day as thousands of local residents are
diagnosed and treated each year in Santa Clara County for a disease that
significantly disrupts the lives of patients and those who love and care
for them.
Cancer CAREpoint’s new “365 Club” campaign asks everyone in our
community to donate at least a dollar a day to help our families, friends,
neighbors, and co-workers as they go through the life-changing
experience of cancer.
“We are able to provide support services at no cost to people in our
community because of generous donors who support our vision
and mission,” said Noelle Cilker Henderson who co-chairs Cancer
CAREpoint’s Fundraising Committee with Jack Frazer. “We are there for
them when they are most fragile and vulnerable, when they need help
and hope in addition to medical care.”
A donation of at least $365 acknowledges that cancer is a community
concern that affects many who need counseling, assistance, resources
and education. To join the “365 Club,” use the donor envelope in this
newsletter or donate online at cancerCAREpoint.org/donate. Special
activities for members of the “365 Club” will be announced this fall.

Name Recognition Opportunities
There are several opportunities for name recognition in the
new Samaritan Cancer Care Center for major donors to Cancer
CAREpoint. Donors may give as individuals, through corporations
(grants, gifts of stock and matching programs), or from private or
community foundations. Naming opportunities include high traffic
public areas, specialty suites and programs. To learn more, please
contact Executive Director Ken Toren at 408-497-0247 or email
ken@cancercarepoint.org

Beautiful!

100% of all donations to
Cancer CAREpoint stay in this community!
Who are our funders?
Individual
Donations

Private
Foundations

59%

30%

Corporations

11%

Where do donations go?
Operations

16%

Delivery and funding of services
to cancer patients, their families
and caregivers

84%

Honor someone you love
It is a rare person who has not watched someone they love battle
cancer. We are in awe, and wish there was a way to acknowledge their
courage and fortitude.
A donation to Cancer
CAREpoint is one way
to honor them and
help others in our
community who are
struggling with their
own cancer journeys.
Doris DemirjianMadden, for
example, and her
two sons, Raffi and
Andre, decided to
Raffi and Andre Demirjian who are raising funds for
commemorate the
Cancer CAREpoint in honor of their father
five-year anniversary
of the loss of husband and father Viken “Vik” Demirjian with a request
of their Facebook friends and others to make a donation to Cancer
CAREpoint.
“When I learned about Cancer CAREpoint, I was impressed with what it is
doing to help cancer patients and their families,” Doris said. “I wish these
services had been available to us during the two years that Vic battled
cancer.”
Use the enclosed remit envelope to send donations and the names of
those to be honored, or call Executive Director Ken Toren at 408-4026282 to discuss donations of $10,000 or more that will be recognized on
the Donor Recognition Board in the lobby of the new building.

Friend Cancer
CAREpoint on
Facebook!

Saratoga Rotary Grant
Linda Toeniskoetter took advantage of the
loss of her hair during chemotherapy to
show off a beautiful henna tattoo.
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Cancer CAREpoint was one of the fortunate local organizations to
receive a $7,500 grant from Saratoga Rotary Charitable Foundation.
The grant, funded from proceeds of the annual Saratoga Rotary Art
Show in May, will provides support services to local residents whose lives
are touched by cancer.
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Thank you, Silicon Valley community,
for believing in our mission
Legacy Donors
$10,000 and above
Craig and Grace Acosta
Archer Family Foundation
Stan and Pamela Atwood
Jon and Paula Ball
Carol Bartz
Ginny and Michael
Bowman
Gene and Betty Ann Boyd
Acronico
Bryan Family Partnership
II, Ltd
The Bryan, Frazer, and
Zinser Families
Hugh Stuart Center Trust
Ed and Judy Chirco
Brian and Jennifer Cilker
James and Elizabeth Cilker
Marion Sarah Cilker
William and Leila Cilker
William Cilker Family
Foundation –
Carl and Kathleen Cilker
David and Noelle
Henderson
William Jr. and
Elizabeth Cilker
Gay and Roy Crawford
Jack and Sandi Frazer
Rene and Gertrud
Friedrich
Paul and Charmain
Gardner
Stella B. Gross Charitable
Trust
J. Kern Hamilton
W. Donald Head
David and Noelle
Henderson
Leland and Linda Lester
Gary Olimpia
William K. and Susan Piche
Phyllis Simpkins
Alex and Beverly Stuart
Ken and Melissa Toren
Randy and LuAnn Walden
Randall and Jan
Willoughby
Xilinx Inc.

Contributors
Adobe Systems Inc.
Matching Gift Program
Victor and Laura Adint
Anonymous Donor
Helen Abruzzini
Van and Liz Adams
G. David Adamson MD
Pam and Gary Allison
Lynn Anderson
Salpy Anousian
Archer Family Foundation
Gregory and Kim Archuleta
Grant M. and Beverly J.
Armstrong
Betty Arnold
Carol Ashman
Ann Marie and Geary Auer
Jennifer Austin
Mary-Lynne Bainbridge
Keith M. and Lisa Baker
Jon Ballack
Evan and Fred Barnhart
Dean and Judith Bartee
Barbara and Mark Beck
Leo H. and Martha K. Berk
Susan Bernardini
Lori Beveridge
Building Owners and
Managers Association
Linda Bullen-Hynes
Calvary Church Los Gatos
Barbara and Charles
Bocks DDS
Mike Bohrer
Kathleen Brown
Ross Bryan
Nick Bryson
Walter and Nancy Cardinet
Yvonne Carlton
Dennise McNulty Carter
Carleen Carver
Francis and Nancy Brewer
Cavagnaro
Craig Cilker
Karyn Cilker
James Cohen, M.D.
N.A. Cohen Group, Inc.
Richard and Sandra
Conniff
David and Kelly Cook
Nancy Coulter
Marilou Cristina

Ernest L. and Dorothy
Cronk
Terry and Lee Ann Daily
Wanda D’Arezzo
David R. and Lynn B. Dardis
Jane H. Decker
Maro Demirjian
Sona Demirjian
Beverly Diehl
J. Philip and Jennifer
DiNapoli
John DiNapli
David Dobbs
Peter and Sally Doelling
Martha W. and Robert M.
Dominick
Muffy Dominick
Claire M. Driscoll
John Dryden
Clareen Dunivin
Betty Eiler
ELREPCO, Inc.
Mani Farhadi
Claudia Farris
William Freeman
Linda M. Galdieri
Courtney Corrigan Galgani
Mrs. Carlos Garner
Dr. and Mrs. Brett Garrett
Dr. J. Richard and Mrs.
Kathleen Gaskill
Kathryn Gelman
Bobbe George
Philip Gernes
Eugene and Barbara
Gerwe
Helga and Henry Gladney
Anna Goedde
F.G. Gregory
Hank and Anne Greiner
Denise Grenier
Andy and Lynsie Gridley
Neville and Deanna Griffin
Victor and Carolyn Gross
Patricia Hagey
Jaryl and Sharon Hanson
Craig Harbick
Christine Harris
HealthRally
Jack and Eva Healey
Paul and Janet M. Hebert
Mary Ellen Heising
Alan and Patricia Heller
Edna Herman

From left, Cancer CAREpoint Board members Eric Eberle and Victor Adint with Legacy
Donors Pamela and Stan Atwood

Jackie and Larry Hester
John Hillis
Todd Hinders
Darel and Janine Hodgson
Scott and Meg Holt
Gordy Holterman
Frank and Maritza Jensen
Claire and Larry Jinks
Sally Jones
Dr. and Mrs. Herbert K.
Kain
Lucy Kain
Pete Kain
Tim Kain
KPFF Consulting
Engineers, Inc.
Salese and Paul Kanter
Ted and Elizabeth Kastelic
Joseph F. and Patricia J.
Keenan
John Kegelman
Gina Kehr
Young Soon Kim
Karen King
Mary K. Kline
Camille Kokozaki
Kirk Kozlowski
Gae LaTorre
Brent Lang
Chris and Pam Lehner
Thomas and Janet Leist
Elizabeth LeMat
Larry Lenhart
Dr. Vincent Lepore, Jr.
Susan Lewis
Los Gatos Rotary Charities
Foundation
Lucy Lofrumento
Glen and Karen Lyles
Lynch Family Foundation
James and Marion Lyon
Jennie Magid
Gretchen Meir
Gloria Malander
Sergey Mariniuk
Connie Maryn
Kathleen Mason
Norman E and Pamela E.
Matteoni
Ronald L. and Caryl A.
Matusich
Ms. Paula Mc Hugh
Glen and Ellen McLaughlin
James and Sara McManis
Therese and Don McNeil
Shane and Deborah
McNulty
M-E Engineers, Inc.
Doug Merritt
Tom Meyer
Katherine Bauer Miller
Cindy Monroe
Robert H. and Margaret
M. Morris
Adom Moutafian
Roger Murray
George and Karin Napier
Tim Nedom
Molly Nedom
Robert Normant
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Nose
Mike and Alyce Parsons
Judy L. Peckler
Carsten Pedersen
Bob and Carol Peters
Dave Phillips
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Christine and David
Pidwell
Mark Pietrofesa
Carol and Steve Poizner
Eugene M. Premo
Michael Preston
Nancy and Stuart Price
Sean Raft
Lucy Ramos
Julie Raul
RBB Architects, Inc.
Bejamin W. and Carol A.
Reese
Robert and Marilyn Reid
Donald Robertson
Sergei Rodkin
Charles and Marilyn
Roellig
Thomas Roos
Lynne Rosenthal

Gregg Trent
Jeanette Vaccarello
Peggy Vokmann
Joe Wall
Wayne and Sarah Walker
Theodore G. and Judy
Wallace
Barbara Walsh
Allan Walsworth
Erin Waterman
Robert A. and Nancy L.
Weeks
Willoughby, Stuart &
Bening Law Firm
Preston and Jan Winters
Chris and Jennifer L. Wire
Mary Wolf
Allyson and James Wyles
Mary V. Young
Philip and Tessie Young

Mark and Barbara Beck
Kevin and Christy Ross
Jeanne and Fred
Rupprecht
Melvin F. Jr. and Lois Ann
Russi
Terry and Nina Rutledge
Samaritan Medical Center
San Jose Business Journal
Saratoga Rotary
Zovinar Sarkissian
Eleanor Schock
Sequoia Realty Service
George and Carroll
Shannon
Mildred Simmons
Janice Slayton
Cathy Smith
Ervie and Kent Smith
Myron Smith
Patrick A. and Dorothy V.
Smith
Mark Spenner
Dr. and Mrs.Fellow Stearns
Stacey Steele
Lori Stenn
Erin Strain
Alex and Beverly Stuart
Summit League
Karen and Roger Sutter
Mary K. Swalen
Robert and Danny
Swanson
Anne Taughinbaugh
Tom and Rosemary Tisch
Robert and Nell Thomas
Stanley T. Tomita
Chris and Kirsten Trapani

In-Kind Donors
Aqui Cal-Mex
Cisco
Christianne’s Cakes
Earthbound Farms
Elrepco
Enoteca La Storia
Joseph Facciolla
Focus Business Bank
Scott Gardner, Liquid
Agency
Gardino Ristorante Italiano
Sally Jones, Tech Graphics
Nanette Kinkade
Legally Blue
Chelsea and Nathan
Opheim
Ken and Linda Raasch
Renesas Electronics
America
Dona Reyes
Robinson Oil Corp.
The Party Helpers
Hensel Phelps
Samaritan Medical Center
Cathy Smith
Trader Joe’s
Viva Neighborhood Eatery
Whole Foods
This list includes donors
as of July 20, 2012. Every
effort has been made to be
accurate and complete. For
corrections and information
on making a donation,
please call (408) 402-6611.
/FXTMFUUFSQSJOUJOH
courtesy of Cadence.
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Community Resources for Cancer NEWSBRIEFS
Patients and Caregivers
These incredibly generous community resources have shared their time and expertise with Cancer
CAREpoint clients during the past few months. Thank you, providers, for giving help and hope to
so many.

Massage Therapy

Patients and caregivers can
escape from their cares for
an hour and treat themselves
to a soothing massage with
therapeutic massage therapist
Judy Murray, CMT.
www.IntegrativeMedicalMassage.com

Guided Imagery

Clients can reduce stress and
anxiety, manage pain and help
regain the feeling of being in
control through private or small
group sessions with Cynthia
McDonald, PhD.
www.transformative-living.com

Yoga for Cancer
Survivorship

Breathe Studio Los Gatos and
instructor Lorien Neargardner
have partnered to offer free
yoga classes to improve
circulation and reduce stress.
www.breathelosgatos.com,
www.yogabylorien.com

Lymphedema Education

Patients can learn about ways
to prevent this chronic disease
and effective therapies should
it occur, with Phyllis TubbsGingerich, RN, BSN, LE, CLT.
www.gingerkcenter.com
Or, with Daya Fisch, Director of
the Breast Health Project
www.breasthealthproject.com

Nutrition Consults,
Seminars
and Q & A

Nutritionists Nancy
Birang, BS, MT (ASCP) NC
and Laury Ridley, RN
offer those going through
or recovering from chemo personalized
information about their best nutritional
options.
nancybirang@gmail.com, lridley@me.com

Mindfulness-Based
Stress Reduction

Individuals can capture
the power of our minds to
promote healing, reduce
stress and value the
fullness of each moment,
while being guided by Rochelle
McLaughlin, MS, OTR/L.
www.rochellemclalughlin.com

Healing Partners

Breast cancer patients
are paired with energy
work practitioners,
Shagun Pathak,
Teri Woolworth and
Zahra “Mojdeh”
Zahiroleslamzadeh,
for weekly sessions.
healingpartners@sbcglobal.net

Jack and Sandi Frazer

Relay for Life team
A Cancer CAREpoint volunteer team recently
participated in American Cancer Society’s
Relay for Life event in San Jose. “We were
pleased to join with many people in our
community – cancer patients, families,
caregivers, and other organizations that
provide support services,” said Sandi Frazer
who organized the team with her husband,
Jack Frazer, in honor of their nephew Brian
Zinser who passed away from cancer in
2010. A special thank you to team sponsors
Hensel Phelps Construction Company and
Samaritan Medical Center, and to Xilinx,
one of Cancer CAREpoint’s major donors, that
was a sponsor of the event.

New Marketing Advisory
Committee
A new Marketing Advisory Committee has
come together to help Cancer CAREpoint with
communication and community outreach.
Thank you Bob Araldi, Paula Ball, Beth
Barry, Gay Crawford, Noelle Henderson,
Sally Jones, Lissa Kreisler, Diane McNutt,
Sean O’Kane, Shelly Pendergraft, Maggi
Scura, Allison Jones Thomson, and Kathy
Wheeler for sharing your experience and
expertise.

Help us help others
“A growing body of evidence demonstrates that the psychological
and social (psychosocial) problems created or exacerbated by
cancer (e.g. depression, other emotional problems, or a lack of
information or skills needed to manage illness) can be effectively
addressed by a number of services and interventions… these
services reduce patients’ suffering, help them adhere to prescribed
treatments, and support their return to health.”
Institute of Medicine, October 2007
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There are many volunteer opportunities at
Cancer CAREpoint for individuals who want to
help people in our community whose lives are
touched by cancer. Volunteer orientation and
training sessions are held monthly. To learn
more, please call Volunteer Coordinator
Sandi Frazer at 408-540-4389.

Follow Cancer CAREpoint
on Twitter!

Snuggle Bundles project
has ambitious goal

Allison Jones Thomson
joins Board
Long-time cancer activist Allison Jones
Thomson has joined the Board of Directors
of Cancer CAREpoint to extend her efforts in
supporting cancer patients.

Community volunteers have set an ambitious goal of creating 3,000
“Snuggle Bundles” for cancer patients in treatment in Santa Clara County
by Nov. 1.
They are asking quilting, sewing and crafts groups, Scout troops,
service clubs, faith organizations and other youth and adult groups
and individuals to get involved in the project, which is being led by
Karen Kleinberg of the Cancer CAREpoint volunteer team, along with
community quilters Clareen Dunivin, Vicky Hasheider, Kay Harbal
and Nancy Commins. Each bundle contains a fleece blanket and
covers for two 6x13 inch pillows, the perfect size upon which to rest a
head and forearm during chemotherapy.
“We all have family or friends who have been touched by cancer, and
this is a simple way we can bring comfort to another patient undergoing
chemo treatment,” said Karen. “Our goal of 3,000 blankets will enable
Cancer CAREpoint to encourage and soothe some of the stress for
patients for quite some time.”
The sets will be distributed at several medical facilities throughout Santa
Clara County where chemotherapy takes place.

Allison’s commitment to making a difference
in the cancer community started in high
school after her father passed away from lung
cancer. She earned a B.S. degree in Biology from
Allison Jones Thomson
Simmons College in Boston and considered a
career in nursing. Instead she worked in cancer
research for Johnson & Johnson before moving into sales and marketing
positions with major medical device organizations, most of which
had a focus on cancer. Her M.B.A. is from Sacred Heart University in
Connecticut.
In 2003 Allison became involved with the National Brain Tumor
Foundation (now the National Brain Tumor Society) and served on the
Board and as Chair for five years. She recently became engaged with the
American Cancer Society and its efforts to raise funds for cancer research
and smoking cessation programs.
“There is a tremendous need for essential support services for individuals
in the South Bay whose lives are touched by cancer,” she said. “I am
excited about the potential of Cancer CAREpoint in meeting these
needs.”

Volunteers play crucial role
in opening Resource Center

From left, Clareen Dunivin, Karen Kleinberg, Nancy Commins, Vicky Hasheider and
Kay Harbal who are leading the volunteer effort to make Snuggle Bundles for cancer
patients Silicon Valley.

Pam Lehner of Cancer CAREpoint explained that having a variety of
patterns and colors will allow individuals to pick a fabric that is appealing
to them and not look institutional.
“A cozy blanket and a set of comfort pillows might seem like small matters,
but when you are scared and facing chemotherapy, they represent a
welcoming, warm, human touch that says someone you don’t even know
cares about your well being,” said Pam. “It offers a different kind of healing
– it is like the ‘blankie’ of our childhood that provided security and calm
when we were troubled.”
Instructions for creating a Snuggle Bundle are posted on the
CancerCAREpoint.org website. Finished bundles can be dropped off at
the Cancer CAREpoint office on Tuesdays or Wednesdays. Please call
408-402-6611 before bringing them by.

Much of the credit for opening Cancer
CAREpoint’s Resource Center in record
time must go to volunteer Nancy Price
and Board member Noelle Henderson.
Noelle, with the help of interior designer
Beth Cilker Smith, created a warm and
welcoming environment with fresh paint
colors, donated furniture and art from
local artists. Nancy was responsible for
getting computers and office systems up and running, and staffing the center
almost every day the first few months. Thank you, Nancy, Noelle and Beth, for
everything you’ve done and continue to do on behalf of Cancer CAREpoint.

Nonprofit organizations need
community supporters to share
their time, talent and treasure
and Paula Ball has generously
donated all three to Cancer
CAREpoint. From painting the
walls in the Resource Center to
editing the volunteer newsletter,
Paula is more than willing to do
multiple tasks to make Cancer
CAREpoint a success. She and her husband, Jon Ball, were also
among the first Legacy Donors. Thank you, Paula and Jon, for your
belief in the Cancer CAREpoint mission.
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An independent 501 (c) 3 nonprofit
organization. Tax ID#27-3029691

2581 Samaritan Dr., Suite 300
San Jose, CA 95124
(408) 402-6611
Board of Directors
Gay Crawford, President
Jack Frazer, Vice President
Jan Willoughby, Secretary
Eric Eberle, Treasurer
Victor Adint
Judy Chirco
Karyn Cilker
Pamela M. Foley
Noelle Henderson
Alexander F. Stuart
Allison Jones Thomson
Bill Piche, Past President
Staff
Ken Toren, Executive Director
Pam Lehner, Patient Services Director
Sharon Luebbe, Administrative Assistant

Help Cancer CAREpoint be green!
Prefer to receive future issues of the newsletter electronically?
Send an email request to info@cancercarepoint.org.
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Summer garden party introduces Cancer CAREpoint

The four hostesses of the Summer Garden Party introducing Cancer CAREpoint to the
community included, from left, Cathy Smith, Chelsea Opheim, Nanette Kinkade and
Linda Raasch
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Cancer CAREpoint Board members,
from left, Jan Willoughby, Jack Frazer,
Pam Foley and Judy Chirco

Cindy DeSantis

More than 150 guests enjoyed the beautiful home of the Raasch family.

From left, Lessie Miller, Cathy Smith
and Jim Miller

Executive Director Ken
Toren described how Cancer
CAREpoint is serving the
community

